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In 1998, when Bangladesh was hit by the worst fl oods recorded in the 20th century, nearly 75% of the country was inundated for more than 
50 days. (UNICEF)
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����������Most of the Earth’s population lives on 
the coast, with a grandstand view of 
sea-borne natural disasters – and an 
immense vulnerability to all hazards 
that come from the sea. The population 
around the Indian Ocean faced the deadly 
waves following the strongest earthquake 
in forty years without a warning.

In the face of any calamity we instinc-
tively take refuge under a roof. This is 
little use against a chemical or nuclear 
accident, but for many there is no other 
resort. The number of people currently 
living in shanty towns is rising in all the 
big cities of the developing world, where 
urban growth is generally uncontrolled. 
The map shows how small the proportion 
of city dwellers with improved access to 
sanitation in many places is, giving an 
idea of the number and location of people 
living in precarious conditions.

It is very diffi cult to estimate homeless-
ness in the world, but refugee fi gures are 
available, their numbers increasing with 
each new confl ict.

For people in countries at war or subject 
to economic embargos many goods are 
scarce, food and water constituting the 
most crucial shortages. But they also have 
to deal regularly with death and injury. In 
such countries disaster prevention may 
well not be a priority. 

The PRIO database was developed by the 
International Peace Research Institute in 
Oslo and the Uppsala University. Its aim 
is to provide a basis for a better under-
standing of the geographical extension 
of confl icts. For more information on 
the PRIO database and the calculation 
method contact the Internaitonal Peace 
Research Institute in Oslo.
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